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H. B. 3131

(By Delegates Overington, Householder and R. Smith)
[Introduced March 25, 2013; referred to the

Committee on the Judiciary then Finance.]

A BILL to amend and reenact §61-6-21 of the Code of West Virginia,
1931, as amended, relating to providing that all persons have
the right to be free from violence without regard to the
motivation behind the wviolence; and deleting specified
criminal penalties.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of West Virginia:

That §61-6-21 of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended,
be amended and reenacted to read as follows:

ARTICLE 6. CRIMES AGAINST THE PEACE.

§61-6-21. Prohibiting violations of an individual's civil rights;

penalties.

<=y All persons within the boundaries of the State of West

Virginia have the right to be free from any violence, or
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punishments called for in this chapter should be vigorously

enforced to ensure the protection of all persons from violence

against their person or property.
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NOTE: The purpose of this bill is to provide that all persons
have the right to be free from violence without regard to the

motivation behind the violence. The bill removes provisions
regarding a victim's race, color, religion, ancestry, national
origin, political affiliation or sex being taken into
consideration. The bill also removes specific criminal penalties

relating to those individuals.

Strike-throughs indicate language that would be stricken from
the present law, and underscoring indicates new language that would
be added.



